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The key takeaway is that the results of RT-qPCR and IgM/IgG serological tests do 
not necessarily need to agree. A disagreement between the two tests, if any, can 
often be traced to the after-infection time points at which the tests were 
performed. Overall, while RT-qPCR testing may be appropriate for the detection 
of the SARS-CoV-2 virus during the acute phase, IgM/IgG is an appropriate test 
during the chronic phase. Since the exact time of infection is often unknown, 
combining RT-qPCR and IgM/IgG testing can improve the accuracy of the 
COVID-19 diagnosis.
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